
 
 

 
AGTA’s Mary Lou Keen Wins WJA Award for Excellence! 

 
Congratulations to AGTA's very own Mary Lou Keen, Trade Show Manager, for winning the WJA Award for 
Excellence in the Special Services category!  The 29th Annual Gala was held Monday evening at the Chelsea 
Pier in New York City.  All nominees were recognized for their talents and honored for their amazing 
contributions to the industry.  Mary Lou is not only a vital part of the AGTA family but a shining star in the 
industry! 
 

 
 

As the Trade Shows Manager of the American Gem Trade Association (AGTA), Mary Lou oversees all aspects 
of the AGTA GemFairs, as well as AGTA Pavilions at The JCK Show, JA Summer Show and the Smart Show 
in Chicago and Dallas.  Over the 23 years she has been at AGTA, she has helped develop the AGTA 
GemFair™ Tucson from a show that only had colored gemstone and pearl dealers to a show that 
encompasses all segments of the industry.  The AGTA GemFair™ Tucson show is the most important colored 
gemstone and Cultured Pearl event in the world! 
 
Mary Lou has always been passionate about the jewelry industry.  She makes it a point to involve herself in 
multiple organizations, as she enjoys networking with her peers.  She currently is an active member of the 
WJA-Southwest Chapter and serves on the Member Benefits Committee. She also is on the Advisory Board 
for the Smart Show Chicago and Smart Show Dallas.  
 
When she began her career with the AGTA, the office had a staff of three people.  She wore a lot of different 
hats in those early days, but as the Association expanded so did the need for a Trade Show Manager. At her 
first AGTA GemFair™ Tucson in 1990, Mary Lou was involved in the show move to the Tucson Convention 
Center, with as many as 450 exhibitors and 10,000 buyers!  In 1992, the Jewelers Circular Keystone magazine 
opened its first JCK Las Vegas trade show. Seeing the potential, she spearheaded the effort to create an 
AGTA Colored Gemstone Pavilion for its Members. As the JCK Show grew, so did the AGTA Pavilion, from 70 
to 330 booths.  Since then, she has established the AGTA Pavilion at the Smart Show Chicago, the MJSA 
EXPO, and soon the Smart Show Dallas, starting this fall!  She has enjoyed her role in the American Gem 
Trade Association’s development and hopes to continue to play a key role in future growth. Mary Lou is 
constantly looking for new opportunities and markets to showcase AGTA Members! 
 
There is no one as deserving of this recognition as Mary Lou.  The AGTA is thrilled to announce her win and 
wants to congratulate all of the women who were nominated! 


