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Jewelers 24 Karat Club of Southern California to Honor 

 Donna M. Baker of GIA with Excellence in Service Award  
 
Southern California, (August 20, 2012) — The Jewelers 24 Karat Club of Southern California 
and its board of directors are pleased to announce that Donna M. Baker, president and CEO, of 
GIA (Gemological Institute of America) will be honored with the prestigious “Excellence in 
Service Award” during the Club’s 68th Annual Dinner Dance and Gala, Saturday, October 6, 
2012 at the Montage Resort in Beverly Hills. 
 
The award has been presented annually to deserving jewelers since 1998 and is bestowed 
upon those whom exemplify the values of the 24 Karat Club: social responsibility, integrity and 
honor as well as someone who has made a significant contribution to the industry.  
 
 “We are thrilled to honor Donna with our 'Excellence in Service Award' for her exceptional 
leadership and the contributions she has made throughout the fine jewelry industry," says Frank 
Proctor, 24 Karat President. “She exemplifies the character, quality and tradition upon which our 
industry is founded and is a true inspiration to all of us.” 
 
Donna M. Baker, president and CEO of GIA 
Appointed to the position of president in 2006 and CEO in 2008, 
Donna M. Baker has a background of service and a record of 
leadership that has served GIA and its constituents well as the 
Institute continues its strong commitment to the public.  
 
Ms. Baker began her career at GIA in 2001. As vice president and 
general counsel, she was responsible for the Institute’s legal 
affairs and various other departments, including human resources, 
operations, real estate planning, information technology, 
community development and the museum and library.  
 
Ms. Baker began her career as an associate at Morrison & 
Foerster, LLP, and later became a partner of Burke, Williams & 
Sorensen, LLP, specializing in business law. 
 
An MBA and law school graduate of UCLA, she was named to the university’s Law Review from 
1986 to 1988, and was chief comment editor from 1987 to 1988. She is a member of the 
American Corporate Counsel Association, the American Bar Association and the California 
State Bar Association.  
 
Ms. Baker received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Loyola Marymount University, where she 
majored in sociology, psychology and theology and graduated magna cum laude. She received 
her Graduate Gemologist diploma from GIA in 2005, and the Certified Gemologist title from the 
American Gem Society in 2006.  
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Committed to community service, Ms. Baker is actively involved with the Boy Scouts of America 
as President of the California Inland Empire Council (CIEC) and leader of a Cub Scout den. She 
has worked with various social service agencies and taught at the elementary and high school 
levels. She was also the executive director of the Orange Coast Interfaith Homeless Shelter, 
where she lobbied at local and federal levels to stimulate new funding.  
Ms. Baker has served on numerous boards, including: the Greater Riverside Chamber of 
Commerce, Riverside Community Hospital, Riverside Community College Foundation, 
Resource Center for Nonprofit Management, Youth Service Center, Riverside Regional Medical 
Center Foundation, Riverside Arts Foundation, and Mayor’s Youth Action Plan. 
  
For tickets, sponsorship and silent auction information, please contact Marlowe Sutton at 
info@jewelers24karatclub.com or call (310) 741-3646. 
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About Jewelers 24 Karat Club of Southern California 
 
The Jewelers 24 Karat Club was founded in 1944 to promote ethical practices and to further the 
honor and tradition of the jewelry industry.  The club offers a variety of membership meetings, 
presentations and special events to its members throughout the year. For further information, 
please visit www.jewelers24karatclub.com. 


