
 
 

 
AGTA Confirms Oscar® Nominee for Spectrum Awards Celebrity Photo Shoot 

 
The American Gem Trade Association (AGTA) announced that Oscar®-nominee Taraji 
P. Henson has agreed to participate in the annual AGTA Spectrum Awards™ photo 
shoot, featuring the winning jewelry designs from this prestigious competition.  Taraji 
currently stars in CBS’ Person of Interest and was nominated for an Academy Award® 
for her role in The Curious Case of Benjamin Button alongside Brad Pitt.  She joins 
actress Morena Baccarin of HBO’s Homeland as the two celebrities involved in this 
year’s photo shoot. 
 

   
Taraji P. Henson                                                      Morena Baccarin 
 
“We are really excited to have Taraji participating in the AGTA Spectrum Awards photo 
shoot this year, as she will undoubtedly add a lot of recognition to our efforts to showcase 
the beauty of colored gemstones and pearls,” stated Douglas K. Hucker, AGTA CEO.  
“Having the opportunity to have jewelry worn by two actresses of Taraji and Morena’s 
stature, and shot by an internationally renowned fashion photographer, should really help 
motivate designers to enter their best work into the competition this year.” 
 



This year’s photo shoot will be shot by Roger Erickson, a recognized celebrity, music, 
fashion and sports photographer.  His work has appeared in countless fashion magazines, 
album covers, and in high profile advertising campaigns for brands such as Mercedes 
Benz and Lexus. 
 
The AGTA Spectrum Awards competition has, for almost 30 years, recognized jewelry 
design using colored gemstones and pearls, along with the Cutting Edge competition, 
which highlights gemstone cutting and carving.   Awards for jewelry design are presented 
in five categories: Bridal, Classical, Business/Day Wear, Evening Wear and Men’s.  
Additional Spectrum Awards are sponsored by Platinum Guild International (Platinum 
Honors™), the Palladium Alliance (Palladium Prestige™) and the Women’s Jewelry 
Association (Gem Diva™).  The deadline for the 2013 competition is September 21st, 
2012.  Entry forms and information can be found at www.agta.org/awards. 
 
  
 


