
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Business of Bling Takes Center Stage in Southern California 
Preview of GIA’s Jewelry Career Fair and Open House in Carlsbad, Oct. 5 

 
CARLSBAD, Calif. – Sept. 24, 2012 – The seaside city of Carlsbad will be at the 
epicenter of the “business of bling” on Oct. 5 during the annual GIA (Gemological 
Institute of America) Jewelry Career Fair and Open House. More than 25 gem and 
jewelry companies are expected to be on-hand and looking to hire hundreds of 
professionals at every career stage and in various sectors of the industry – from jewelry 
design and appraisal to retail sales and diamond grading. This free event marks the only 
time each year that the beautiful 30-acre Carlsbad campus is completely open to the 
public.   
 
On the heels of a successful New York City event with more than 800 attendees, GIA’s 
Jewelry Career Fair – the industry’s preeminent recruiting event – is expected to draw 
crowds at GIA’s Carlsbad world headquarters. In addition to hiring opportunities and 
one-on-one career coaching, the event will feature panels with industry leaders and 
achievers including celebrity stylist George Blodwell, jewelry designer Erica Courtney 
and president and CEO of Jewelers of America Matt Runci. Must-see panel presentations 
include: 
 

• “Job Success in Today’s Market” moderated by Donna Baker, GIA’s president 
and CEO. 8:45-10 a.m. 

• “From Design to Finish” moderated by Mark Mann, GIA’s director of Global 
Jewelry Manufacturing Arts. 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

• “Creative Careers” moderated by Mark Smelzer, publisher of JCK Magazine and 
JCKonline.com. 1-2 p.m. 

 
Career Fair will take place from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Oct. 5 at GIA’s Carlsbad campus 
(5345 Armada Drive); industry recruiters will be available from 10:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
Companies recruiting at the event include Leo Hamel Fine Jewelers, Montblanc, Tiffany 
& Co. and Zale Corporation. Anyone interested in attending is urged to RSVP prior to the 
event.  
 
The dazzling “GIA Celebrates Birthstones” exhibit will also open in the rotunda gallery 
the week prior to career fair, and will feature more than 250 bewitchingly beautiful 
birthstones and jewelry pieces including an enormous 7,600-carat natural blue topaz and 
a 20-strand necklace featuring a rainbow of sapphire beads. Guests are welcome to take 
in the exhibit and other pieces on display throughout the Institute including the “GIA 
Egg-stravaganza.”  

http://www.eventbrite.com/org/2252345823?s=7911407
http://www.gia.edu/research-resources/museum/exhibits/current/index.html
http://www.gia.edu/research-resources/museum/exhibits/current/index.html
http://www.gia.edu/research-resources/museum/exhibits/current/index.html


 
GIA co-founded its Jewelry Career Fair with the Jewelers 24 Karat Club of Southern 
California in 1991. The event has taken place at the Carlsbad world headquarters, 
Bangalore, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Mumbai and New York. For more details, visit 
www.careerfair.gia.edu or email careerfair@gia.edu.   
 
For press inquiries, please contact Jen Roche at jen.roche@gia.edu or 760-603-4197. 
Photo, interview and video opportunities will be available to credentialed media. 
 

 
Donna Baker, president and CEO of GIA, at the GIA Jewelry Career Fair held Oct. 2011 in Carlsbad, CA. 
Baker will moderate a panel of experts during the Carlsbad event in Oct. 2012. 
 

 
The “GIA Egg-stravaganza” exhibit, among other collections, can be seen in GIA’s atrium area. © GIA. 
 
About GIA 
An independent nonprofit organization, GIA (Gemological Institute of America), established in 1931, is recognized as 
the world’s foremost authority in gemology. GIA invented the famous 4Cs of Color, Cut, Clarity and Carat Weight in 

http://www.careerfair.gia.edu/
mailto:careerfair@gia.edu
mailto:jen.roche@gia.edu


the early 1950s and in 1953, created the International Diamond Grading System™ which, today, is recognized by 
virtually every professional jeweler in the world.  
 
Through research, education, gemological laboratory services, and instrument development, the Institute is dedicated to 
ensuring the public trust in gems and jewelry by upholding the highest standards of integrity, academics, science, and 
professionalism. Visit www.gia.edu.   
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