
 

2015 AGTA GemFair™ Tucson: Better Than Ever Before! 

 

The 2015 AGTA GemFair Tucson™ was held at the Tucson Convention Center, February 3th through 8th.  

Despite thousands of flight cancellations in the Midwest and Northeast on the eve of the AGTA Tucson 

GemFair, buyers arrived in massive numbers on opening day.  “I can’t say that I have ever experienced traffic 

to this extent, especially for the first two days” said Douglas Hucker, AGTA CEO.  “We actually had to 

temporarily close down the escalators leading to the GemHall floor to prevent a crush of people leading into 

the downstairs entries.”  Traffic continued to be steady and strong throughout the week as buyers perused the 

floor seeking out the latest in colored gemstones and cultured pearls.  Buying was strong with most exhibitors 

reported having their best show in years. 

  
A scene of the GemHall floor 

“We had a very good show this year” remarked Jack Lynch of Sea Hunt Pearls. “Traffic was strong and the 

customers were in a good frame of mind. No one was complaining about business.  In the past, many 

customers came looking for specific specialty items, but this year they were buying to replace inventory so the 

turnaround seems to be progressing.” 

 
The CAD Design Studio 

The AGTA held several events this year that contributed to the show’s success. The AGTA CAD Design Studio 

was located on the GemHall floor and was busy with appointments throughout the show. The full-service studio 



offered designers the chance to bring their vision to life, do a CAD drawing and create a wax mold ready for 

casting. “The CAD designers were incredible” said Brian Bowen of Bowen Jewelry Company, Lynchburg VA. 

“In years past I might carry my loose gemstone purchases home, put them in the safe, and get so distracted in 

my preparations for Valentine’s Day that it might be months before I had the time to design and fabricate a 

mounting for them.  I visited the CAD Pavilion at the GemFair and the designers there worked with me to 

translate my design ideas into reality.  They even had the capability to print the wax there, so I could leave with 

a design ready for casting and setting.  This CAD Pavilion is a great addition to the show.” 

AGTA was pleased to announce the return of the Tools, Technology and Supplies (TTS) Pavilion. This pavilion 

was located in the Grand Ballroom and was dedicated to all aspects of jewelry manufacturing and repair. 

MJSA “At the Bench Live” sessions were held twice daily in the pavilion. Attendees with GJX, JOGS and 

Holidome Show (G&LW) badges were admitted to the TTS Pavilion and bench demonstrations. 

 
A scene of an AGTA Free Seminar sponsored by AGS 

The return of the Daily Drawing was also a big hit, as buyer’s gathered around the Flashes of Color display  

daily in anticipation of the winning announcement!  Every day three lucky buyers won $1,000 - $2,000 to spend 

on the GemHall floor or, $500 to spend in the TT&S Pavilion, or a dinner for four to one of Tucson’s best 

restaurants!  

 

 
Daily Drawing Winners Kyla Coker and Carter Maloof with AGTA’s CEO, Douglas Hucker 

Back by popular demand, the best food trucks that Tucson has to offer were parked at AGTA GemFair all 

week. With tons of delicious options, there was something for everyone! “There was no question that business 

was strong at the GemFair”, says Douglas Hucker, “but it should also be noted that the weather this year in 

Tucson was as good as it gets, with daytime temperatures in the 70’s and 80’s and sunny.  People could 



spend a few hours shopping and then enjoy our very popular food trucks on the veranda, bask in the sun, and 

return to the floor eager for business.” 

 
Enjoying the food trucks at the sunny AGTA GemFair™ Tucson 

 

The AGTA Buyer Appreciation Party was held on Wednesday, February 4th and received great feedback.  The 

buyer’s enjoyed a taste of Tucson with complimentary hors d’oeuvres and cocktails.  The GemHall floor was 

bustling with activity and full of energy. Sweet Treats were offered to attendees on several of the other days as 

an afternoon pick-me-up! 

 

 

 
A scene of the GemHall floor 

“For jewelers pursuing growth in their colored gemstone and cultured pearl business, Tucson GemFair is a 

must-attend event”, says Douglas Hucker. “Obviously, our exhibitors provide the most incredible collection of 

gems anywhere in the world.  When you provide that kind of opportunity for our buyers, then couple it with our 

extensive seminar program, specialty services and spectacular weather, it is no wonder that most of our 

attendees say that the AGTA GemFair™ Tucson is their favorite show.”  

 

 

 



Look for AGTA at the Colored Gemstone and Pearl Pavilion at the Smart Show in Chicago, April 18th through 

20th, and at the JCK Las Vegas Show, May 29th through June 1st.  The 2016 GemFair Tucson will be 

February 2nd through the 7th. For more information go to http://www.agta.org/tradeshows/index.html.  

 

 
AGTA staff at the AGTA Spectrum Gala 
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