
 
 
 

AGTA Announces the 2016 AGTA Spectrum Awards™ Judges 
 

September 9, 2015, Dallas, Texas – The American Gem Trade Association (AGTA) is excited to announce 
its panel of judges for the 2016 AGTA Spectrum Awards™.  The expert panel of judges all hail from 
different facets of the jewelry industry, and will meet in October to judge the world-renown colored 
gemstone and pearl jewelry competition, along with the AGTA Cutting Edge Awards™, which features 
loose colored gemstones.  This year’s judges are: 
 
Ronald W. Arends, Retailer/Designer, Aires Jewelers 
Stephen M. Avery, Lapidarist, Stephen M. Avery 
Dierdre Featherstone, Designer, Featherstone Design 
Lauren Kulchinsky, Retailer, Mayfair Rocks 
Aron Suna, Manufacturer, Suna Bros. 
 
“What a fantastic group of judges we have for this year’s competition!” stated Douglas K. Hucker, 
AGTA CEO.  “This panel not only represents some of the most important people in their respective 
fields, they also showcase the talent it takes to win an AGTA Spectrum Award™.  There are many 
Spectrum Award trophies sitting on the shelves of this group!”  
 
The AGTA Spectrum Awards™ is the world’s premier colored gemstone and pearl jewelry design 
competition with categories in Evening Wear, Bridal Wear sponsored by The Knot, Business Day Wear, 
Classical Wear and Men’s Wear.  AGTA Spectrum Awards™ also feature the Platinum Honors™ 
sponsored by Platinum Guild International, the Gem Diva Awards™ sponsored by the Women’s Jewelry 
Association, and the newest category, the Savor Silver Awards™ sponsored by the Silver Promotion 
Service. The AGTA Cutting Edge Awards™ honor loose colored gemstones in everything from Classic 
Gemstones to one-of-a-kind Carvings, Pairs and Suites to amazing Objects of Art.  The competition is 
open to U.S. and Canadian designers and cutters. 
 
Meet the 2016 AGTA Spectrum Awards™ Judges 

 
Ronald W. Arends 
Ronald represents the second generation, and is the current owner of 
Aires Jewelers in Morris Plains, NJ.  For over 50 years he has designed 
and fabricated custom designs in platinum and gold.  In 2001, he 
launched the Aires Signature Collection, a collection of one-of-a-kind 
designs incorporating exotic fancy colored gemstones rarely seen in 
mainstream jewelry.  This collection combines his passion for color and 

eye for design.  Ronald is a master model maker carving wax models by hand and is also an 



experienced hand engraver.  He studied diamonds and attained his Graduate Diamond degree in 1972 
from the Gemological Institute of America in New York City.   
 
 

Stephen M. Avery 
Stephen M. Avery, of Lakewood, CO, is a gemstone designer, a 
perfectionist in technique with the touch of an artist.  To Stephen, 
“gem cutting means getting to the heart of a gem’s quality and 
enhancing it with perfect alignment and optics that showcase the best 
possible color, shape and brilliance.”   
 
Stephen states, “I worked for 15 years learning all the rules of gem 
cutting and have spent the last 28 rewriting them.” Stephen is known 
for perfecting the trillion-cut, as well as creating his own unique cuts, 
including the diamondback and the tri-ops.  This is evident not only in 
the numerous AGTA Spectrum Awards™ that Stephen has won for his 

lapidary work, but in addition, his gemstones have been showcased by numerous award-winning 
designers as well, garnering 20 awards for their creations.  
 
Stephen is a longtime AGTA Member and in collaboration with his talented artist-wife Trudy, the 
Averys are well-known for creating color combinations with an extensive palate of colors, highlighting 
the balance between contrast and harmony.  “After all these years, I continue to learn and be inspired 
to innovate.  Every day I have the pleasure of waking up, excited to go to work.” 
 
 

Deirdre Featherstone  
Deirdre Featherstone comes to the world of jewelry with a terrifically 
discerning eye for both beauty and functionality.  As a former antique 
auctioneer, she appreciates the value and aesthetic of exquisitely beautiful 
things, but as a motorcycle and classic car enthusiast, she understands that 
even the most stunning things need to run smoothly and feel right.  This dual 
insight translates into her jewelry in a number of ways. 
 
As the hands, the eye, and the spirit of Featherstone Design, Deirdre has 
been designing and producing fine jewelry in her Tribeca studio since 1985.  
Deirdre stepped from the world of antiques into the world of precious 

metals and gemstones bringing with her a love of beautifully crafted objects and the stories those 
objects have to tell. 
 
The three tenets of Featherstone Design that set Deirdre apart from the rest of the jewelry world are: 
the proliferation of platinum and beautifully bright gemstones in her line, the engineering that goes 
into each piece of the Featherstone Design collection, and her total dedication to handmade jewelry 
despite the increasing use of CAD in our industry. Deirdre has won 10 coveted AGTA Spectrum 
Awards™. 



Lauren Kulchinsky Levison 
After a successful acting career which led her to jewelry styling for the 
ground-breaking television series The Sopranos, Lauren took her keen 
sense of fashion and her strong instincts of modernizing the jewelry 
industry to the next level.  A constant editors’ darling for interviews from 
WWD to W, Vogue to industry papers, Lauren became known as a style-
maker.   
 
Lauren serves as Vice President of her fourth generation, family-owned 

and run business, Mayfair Rocks in East Hampton, NY and Woodbury, NY.  Shopping the planet with 
her brother and business partner Justin, Lauren has created amazing jewelry collections.  “Curating the 
best collections ever is something I am so passionate about! It makes me truly happy when someone 
can come into Mayfair and be blown away by what collections are on hand; see and touch things that 
they never thought existed - and that today, is really hard, and then they can walk out with a new best 
friend to wear and love,” said Lauren.  Lauren prides herself on staying on the cutting edge of the 
design world and has a good eye for catching designers early in their career. 
 
Lauren was rewarded by her peers in 2002 as ‘Retailer of the Year’ and has been inducted into the 
National Jewelers’ Hall of Fame - only the second woman, and the youngest recipient at that time. In 
2004, she was awarded by the Italian Trade Commission with the ‘Key to Italy.’  She sits on the boards 
of Centurion and the Italian Trade Commission. 
 

 
Aron Suna 
For over 80 years, the Suna family has created the very finest jewelry for a 
discriminating, worldwide clientele. Rooted in old world traditions, Suna’s 
history can be traced back to Europe. Brothers Kenneth and Joel Suna 
apprenticed under seasoned, master jewelers in late 1920s Warsaw. 
Training as bench jewelers and diamond setters, they learned the art of 
fine jewelry making from the ground up.  
 
Today, brothers Aron and Jonathan Suna continue to create exquisite 
jewelry, combining old world craftsmanship with modern, state-of-the-art 
techniques.  After serving in the U.S. Navy, as a Judge Advocate General, 
Aron joined the family business in 1974, where he now serves as 

President.  Aron sits on many industry boards, and is active in numerous industry associations, 
including AGTA.  Suna Bros. has won many awards, including AGTA Spectrum Awards™ for their 
sometimes classic, sometime innovative styles that are destined to become heirlooms. 
 
 
The deadline for the 2016 AGTA Spectrum Awards™ is Friday, September 18th.  All entry forms must 
be submitted by this date.  The New York drop-off will be Tuesday, October 6th.  Entry forms can be 
found at www.agta.org/awards.  For more information, please contact Trace Boyd at 800-972-1162. 
 

http://www.agta.org/awards


The American Gem Trade Association is a not‐for‐profit Association serving the natural colored gemstone 
andcultured pearl industry since 1981. The AGTA serves the industry as "The Authority in Color" and has 
it’s headquarter office in Dallas, Texas. 
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