
Captions from top: Featherstone Fine Jewelry, Hand-fabricated Platinum 

Anemone Earrings, 2015, with tanzanites accented with blue zircon, purple 

sapphire, tsavorite garnet, indigo tourmaline, Paraiba tourmaline and 

diamonds with Laguna agate, cornflower chalcedony and diamond drops; 

Chi Huynh, Sutol Ring, 10mm Galatea Pearl nucleated with turquoise and 

featuring the company's signature "Diamond in a Pearl" setting. 
 

Trailblazers 
 
17th Annual New York Fashion Conference 
Thursday evening – Saturday, November 12 – 14, 2015 
CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 

 
Trailblazers embark on a journey to astound when it seems that nothing dramatically new 
is possible, leading us on a journey of which the final destination is unknowable. What we 
can know, however, is that their achievements expand our conception of the possible and 
transform our world. In the 2015 Fashion Conference, "Trailblazers," we focus on those 
who fearlessly set out to transform that which had been deemed immutable—be it a 
garment, material, jewel, or method of production—into the new, the truly innovative. 
Over the course of two days through talks, panel discussions, videos, film clips, and 
designers’ work, we will seek to understand the supreme confidence with which 
trailblazers set out on their creative journey, and to draw strength from their ready 
recognition of beauty and potential where others had not seen it—and thus to become 
agents of change as they are. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Among those we welcome from the jewelry world are: Chi Huynh, the creative force behind Galatea 
Jewelry By Artist located in San Dimas, California; Hisano Shepherd, creative director / designer, "little h," 
contemporary master pearl designers; Jose Hess, legendary jewelry designer, artist and craftsman; Matt 
Isaacson, Director of Product Development, Lashbrook; Jeremy Shepherd, CEO, PearlParadise.com; 
Susan Chandler, Chief Merchandising Officer, Scott Kay; Teresa Frye, President 
and CEO, TechForm Advanced Casting Technology and a leading expert on jewelry 
casting; Kathy Grenier, Public Relations/Marketing Director, The Cultured Pearl 
Association of America.  
 
An evening reception at Featherstone Fine Jewelry with remarks by 
platinumsmith and award-winning jewelry designer, Deirdre Featherstone, is one of 
the events that complements the formal sessions. On Thursday, November 12, the 
conference kicks off at Staley-Wise Gallery with an evening featuring a reception, 
a viewing of "RON GALELLA 55 YEARS A PAPARAZZI," remarks by Mr. Galella, 
and a booksigning for his latest book Sex and Fashion 
  
Other luminaries particiating include: Andrew Bolton, Curator, The Costume 
Institute, The Metropolitan Museum of Art; designers Gabi Asfour of 
threeasFOUR, Maria Cornejo, François Girbaud, Founder and owner, Marithé + François Girbaud, 
Nanette Lepore, and Timo Rissanen, who is committed to zero-waste fashion; Roxanne Lowit, 
renowned fashion photographer; Pat Cleveland, legendary model; Teri Agins, author Hijacking the 
Runway: How Celebrities Are Stealing the Spotlight from Fashion Designers; Robin Givhan, Pulitzer-Prize winning 
fashion critic for the Washington Post and author, The Battle of Versailles; Mickey Boardman, Editorial 
Director, PAPER Magazine; Ariel Foxman, Editorial Director, Instyle and StyleWatch; denim icon Adriano 
Goldschmied; Dennita Sewell, 
Curator of Fashion Design, Phoenix Art 
Museum.   

SPECIAL OFFER FOR AGTA MEMBERS 
Ticket price of $175 in lieu of $350 (promo code:AGTA) 

 
To register / for additional information call Initiatives in Art and Culture: 

646-485-1952 or go to: trailblazersiac.eventbrite.com 


