
 

 
Jewelry Industry Summit in Sync with AGTA Code of Ethics 

March 16, 2016 – Dallas, TX -- A Jewelry Industry Summit on Responsible Sourcing 
was held March 10–13, 2016, in New York City. The American Gem Trade Association 
was represented by its President, Jeffrey Bilgore.  The summit was an “interactive and 
facilitated discussion to drive open conversation on sustainability and 
responsible sourcing.”  According to a release from organizers, “The goal of the summit 
is to develop a set of guiding principles toward which businesses can voluntarily 
progress to achieve best practices.”  

“After attending the Industry Summit there was lots of amazing energy and effort,” says 
Jeffrey Bilgore. ”It was a very exciting event that looks to a positive future for the entire 
industry.” One of the main topics of discussion at the Summit was the industry’s 
responsibility for due diligence in assuring the integrity of the colored gemstone and 
cultured pearl supply chain. Due diligence and transparent practice are an integral 
element in the foundation of the AGTA’s Code of Ethics.  These areas of the guidelines 
were strengthened in amendments presented at the AGTA GemFair Tucson in February 
of this year (http://agta.org/pressroom/20160215-agta-news.pdf ). 

“It has long been a source of pride for the AGTA to have been an industry leader in the 
efforts to maintain the integrity and transparency of the colored gemstone and cultured 
pearl business,” stated AGTA’s CEO, Douglas K. Hucker, “and it is gratifying to see that 
our professional code of over thirty-five years is in perfect alignment with the industry 
efforts of the Jewelry Industry Summit.” 

AGTA also volunteered to be a part of the Summit Stewardship Committee, 
representing the interests of it’s over 1,300 members who comprise a supply chain 
extending from the mining community through to the retail jeweler.  

Bilgore, who is also a member of the International Colored Gemstone Association (ICA) 
Board of Directors, noted that “we are continually striving to ensure that our efforts are a 
model for business practices globally, and are pleased that the ICA Board of Directors, 
at its’ Tucson Board of Directors meeting, voted to adopt the AGTA Code of Ethics as 
the model for their own code.” 

In addition to the amended Code of Ethics, the AGTA established Source Disclosure 
language that is to be incorporated into all commercial documents.  The language is as 
follows: 

http://agta.org/pressroom/20160215-agta-news.pdf


“Seller has no actual knowledge or other reason to believe that the “gem materials’ 
herein were not imported or traded through sources committed to honoring all 

applicable laws and regulations of both the United States and their source country.  
Seller believes based on actual knowledge and/or written guarantees provided by the 
supplier/exporter that the proceeds from sale of the “gem materials” herein were used 

for legitimate purposes.” 

Hucker noted that AGTA is currently developing an education program to advise and 
guide its members and the on the nuances of these protocols. 

The American Gem Trade Association is a not-for-profit Association serving the natural 
colored gemstone and cultured pearl industry since 1981. The AGTA serves the 
industry as "The Authority in Color" and has it’s headquarter office in Dallas, Texas. 
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