
 

 

Mea Culpa on “Semi-Precious” Jewelry at the Oscars 

I remember more times than I can count, that my mother would take me aside and scold me 

for some infraction of accepted behavior and when I used her behavior as a justification for 

mine she would remind me, “do as I say, don’t do as I do.”  That always seemed to be patently 

unfair to me but she was, after all, my mother. 

This expression came back to me recently when we began receiving comments from our 

members who, after reading our ePrism story, #OscarsBestofColor, about the beautiful jewelry 

adorning the celebs at the Oscars®, remarked that we made reference to “some sweet semi-

precious designs…”  “Doesn’t the AGTA”, they said, “frown on the use of the term ‘semi-

precisous?’”  And they were absolutely correct! 

Nearly 3 ½ decades ago, when the AGTA Board of Directors wrote the original Code of Ethics 

and Professional Business Practice they included the following guideline: 

Section 1 

General Guidelines 

I.  Each AGTA member should avoid the use of the term “semi-precious” in describing 

gemstones. 

They understood then, as we should constantly remind ourselves, that all of our gemstones 

that are our livelihood, are unique and valuable treasures and that there are many exotic 

examples that, while they are not ruby, sapphire or emerald, can command princely sums.  

And while some are often much more affordable than others, their cost should in no way limit 

their potential desirability.  Our founding fathers also appreciated the power of words.  And 

how the term “semi-precious” could imply “semi-desirable.”  For that reason they encouraged 

all of the members to avoid use of the term “semi-precious.”  And from this point forward, at the 

risk of sounding like my mother, please do as we say, don’t do as we do.  And I promise that 

we will do everything we can to make sure that “semi-precious” is forever deleted from our 

vocabulary. 
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