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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

AGS Certifies 167 New Titleholders 

Titleholders Luncheon at 2016 Conclave Will Recognize Achievements 

 

Las Vegas, NV (March 29, 2016) – The American Gem Society (AGS) announces the 

addition of 167 fully-credentialed new titleholders, all who have completed the rigorous 

certification process to earn their esteemed AGS titles, and join the ranks of AGS 

credentialed professional members of the jewelry industry. Further, upon completion of 

its annual Recertification Exam, AGS proudly welcomes back over 2,100 titleholders and 

58 of its milestone titleholders, some of whom have been recertified for over 30 years. 

These noteworthy titleholders ensure the highest ethical and professional standards in 

the jewelry industry, and continue the Society’s vital mission of upholding ethics and 

consumer confidence in everyday business practices. 

“Education is an important first step for so many people in the jewelry industry. It’s often 

also the stopping point in their professional development,” says Ruth Batson, CEO of 

AGS and AGS Laboratories.  “The difference between an academic credential and a 

professional credential is an important distinction that sets AGS Titleholders apart from 

their peers.  It is the foundation of Robert M. Shipley’s vision: professionalizing the jewelry 

trade through continuing education, business ethics, and consumer protection.” 

The interest in achieving AGS certification and membership is growing, marking an 

impressive trend toward accountability, professionalism and integrity in the fine jewelry 

industry.  

AGS titleholders will be recognized at the Society’s Titleholders Luncheon on April 14 

during the annual Conclave in Washington, D.C. The luncheon celebrates both new 

and milestone titleholders.  

“Nothing tells your customers that you are committed to their jewelry buying experience 

more than an AGS title,” said Ms. Batson. “It shows your dedication to professionalism 

and ongoing gemological education.” 

To learn more about the American Gem Society, its mission, membership requirements 

or the certification process, please visit americangemsociety.org and follow AGS on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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About the American Gem Society 

The American Gem Society, founded in 1934 by Robert M. Shipley, is a nonprofit trade 

association dedicated to proven ethics, knowledge, and consumer protection within the jewelry 

industry. The American Gem Society is a professional organization awarding credentials for its 

members, who are held to the highest ethical and professional standards in the industry and 

must pass annual recertification examinations to maintain their titles. Less than one in twenty 

jewelers in the country have chosen to meet the exacting standards necessary for membership.  

 

Website: americangemsociety.org 

Facebook: AmericanGemSociety1934  

Instagram: @AmericanGemSociety 

Twitter: @AmerGemSociety 

 

CONTACT: Donna Jolly 

Director of Marketing 

AGS and AGS Laboratories 

American Gem Society 

702.255.6500 ext 1018 

djolly@ags.org 

 


