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RECENT EVENTS

And the winner is…
Olga Gonzalez FGA DGA 

reports on the AGTA 
Spectrum Awards, held 
on Saturday 6 February 
at the Marriott University 
Park, Tucson, Arizona.

The American Gem Trade Association (AGTA), 
a leading force in ethical promotion of 
gemstones, held a presentation of awards 
for the winners of the 32nd annual AGTA 
Spectrum and Cutting Edge Awards during 
the AGTA Tucson GemFair 2016. The awards 
celebrate the most creative designers and 
lapidary artists, utilizing coloured gemstones 
and cultured pearls in their work. The 
Spectrum Awards showcase the best of the 
best in jewellery art objects and other gem-set 
designs, whilst the Cutting Edge Awards 
illustrate what is paramount in gemstone 
cutting and design today. From traditional 
faceting to whimsical shapes, the preeminent 
cuts are highlighted to peers. Notable 
Spectrum award winners come from a range 
of the ‘Best of’ categories, such as: Best of 
Show, Best Use of Colour, Fashion Forward, 
and Objects of Art, while Cutting Edge winners 
showcase the finest in lapidary work, from 
Pairs & Suites to Phenomenal and Innovative 
Faceting categories. 

The winner for the most coveted category, 
Best of Show, was an exquisite suite of 
Paraíba tourmalines carved into nautilus 
shells by Allen Kleiman of A. Kleiman & Co. 
At 58.07 ct, the shells are a monochromatic 
light blue. Like the rest of his gems, the 
stones were found in mines and recut to 
showcase their unique beauty, heightened 
with the carving of a classic motif not usually 
seen in lapidary work. 

Brian Cook of Nature’s Geometry stepped 
into the spotlight and turned heads with his 
Wheel of Light ‘Numinous’ pendant necklace 
(1), winning the Fashion Forward award. 
The 24 ct yellow gold pendant features an 
825 ct quartz, Paraíba tourmaline, hauyne, 
ruby, spessartite, garnet, golden rutilated 
quartz and fire agate beads. These stunning 
gemstones come together to create a single, 
breathtaking work of jewellery. With rings of 
gems, the design reflects the unique multi-
faceted personality of Brian: miner, geologist, 
lapidary and designer. 

Another showstopper was a stunning pair 
of blue-green tourmaline earrings (2) by the 
infamous queen of colour, Bella Campbell 
of the Campbellian Collection. Known for 
her unique coloured stone combinations, 
the designer reiterated her signature look 
by creating a gorgeous pair of 18 ct yellow 
gold and 17.05 ct tourmaline drop earrings, 
highlighted with 4.14 ct of emerald. 

Naomi Sarna, a returning favourite, won 
two categories with first place in Best Use 
of Pearls with her 18 ct white gold, diamond 
and freshwater baroque cultured pearls 
pendant (3). Naomi also took home the Gem 
Diva Award with her 18 ct white gold petal 
brooch featuring white, yellow, pink, brown 
and green diamonds accented with multi-
coloured amethysts and sapphires.

For gemstone purists, the Cutting Edge 
Awards are where the excitement is at. 
Kleiman’s Best of Show Paraíbas also took 
home first place in Carving. This is only the 
second time that a Cutting Edge entry has won 
Best of Show, an exciting feat for Kleiman. 

On the more unusual side there was also 
a lot to see. John Dyer won first place in the 
All Other Faceted category with his 21.96 ct 
multi-faceted cushion-cut Imperial topaz (4). 
When asked about cutting the gem, John 
said: “This gem was cut from a large crystal 
which we purchased in Brazil directly from 
the miner. Imperial of this colour is very rare 
on the market today and so it was one of 
the most expensive pieces of rough we have 
ever purchased. The risk involved was also 
significant because some Imperial topaz has 
internal stress that causes the crystal to 
crack as it is being cut. Fortunately, this one 
did not seem to have any stress and cutting 
it went fairly smoothly, if somewhat slowly, 
due to the careful planning for maximum 
beauty and yield.” ■

1:  Brian Cook’s ‘Numinous’ pendant necklace. 
Image Brian Cook, Nature’s Geometry.

3:  Naomi Sarna’s 18 ct white gold, diamond and 
freshwater baroque cultured pearls pendant.  
Image Naomi Sarna.

4:  John Dyer’s 21.96 ct multi-faceted 
cushion-cut Imperial topaz.  
Image courtesy of John Dyer & Co.

2:  Bella Campbell’s  
tourmaline earrings.  
Image Bella Campbell.


