
 
 

Color Proves a Success at the 2017 AGTA GemFair™ Tucson 

 

February 15, 2017, Dallas, TX- The 2017 AGTA GemFair™ Tucson was held at the Tucson Convention Center, January 31 – February 5, 2017. 

With attendance numbers showing a steady and strong presence in attending companies, and the positive energy buzzing throughout the duration 

of the entire show, it is safe to say that this was one of the strongest GemFair’s in recent history. 

“The AGTA GemFair™ is a show that people love to attend, and it’s very evident in the attitude and feel of the show attendees.  Comfortable and 

focused people spend more money, and that was evidenced by the smiles on our exhibitors’ face,” said Douglas K. Hucker, AGTA CEO. “As 

attractive and pleasant as the GemFair Tucson is, business people today don’t come to shows just for the sunshine and the food, they come for 

business. At GemFair, serious buyers can do their business and at also enjoy the total Tucson experience. We had well over 5,000 buyer 

companies this year!” 

“The show was strong for us. Most of our buyers during the first two days of the buying frenzy were American companies, but we had some good 

international sales to European companies as well.  Buyers came to us for “one-of-a-kind” and our display of extraordinary traphiches was a big hit!” 

said GemFair exhibitor Simon Watt, of Mayer & Watt. 

In the words of renowned designer, Victor Velyan of Victor Christy Studios “color is absolutely here to stay.” “The importance of color has made an 

impact on retail jewelers and industry buyers, and the confidence in buying from an AGTA Member is a significant part of their purchasing decision,” 

said Hucker.  

The AGTA GemFair™ featured many exclusive buyer benefits, as well as a diverse selection of networking and special events. Attendees had 

access to onsite laboratories, free educational seminars sponsored by the American Gem Society, the only onsite CAD Pavilion in Tucson, MJSA at 

the Bench Live! workshops, onsite FedEx services and armored shipping services, as well as special exhibits from the Cultured Pearl Association 

and the Smithsonian Institution.  With the exclusive Food Truck Café, featuring the “Best Food Truck in Tucson” winner, GemFair attendees had a 

wide array of cuisines to choose from for lunch, and then the opportunity to be treated each day with complimentary sweet treat and hors d’oeuvres.  

The positive energy began with the AGTA-hosted second meeting of the Jewelry Industry Summit, January 29th and 30th. With over 150 attendees, 

the focus of the summit was responsible sourcing and transparent supply chains within the industry. It was a successful meeting of companies and 

associations from across the entire industry who have already made significant commitments to these goals.  For more information on the Jewelry 

Industry Summit, or how to get involved, please email AGTA at info@agta.org. 

 

This year, the Diamond Council of America together with AGTA hosted 35 high school 

students from the Tucson area’s Marana United School District at the AGTA 

GemFair™ Tucson. Terry Chandler of DCA, Doug Hucker of AGTA and Cathie 

Raymond, director of Marana Unified led the students through a tour of the show floor 

that included talking with exhibitors and buyers about gemstone education and trends, 

viewing the 2016 Summer AGTA Spectrum Awards™ display, and the CAD Pavilion. 

The grand tour of GemFair ended with an unforgettable lesson from AGTA’s CEO, 

Doug Hucker. “It was incredibly heartwarming to be working with young people who are 

excited about gemstones and considering a career in our industry,” stated Hucker. “The 

challenge of bringing young people into our business has long been a goal for many of 

us and now Terry Chandler and his team at DCA have a given us a real pathway to that 

goal.  Just seeing the excitement in their eyes and the hearing the passion in these 

young people’s voices was the highlight of this year’s AGTA GemFair™ Tucson 

experience!” Hucker exclaimed.  

 

 

Social media was the talk of Tucson thanks to the new addition of AGTA’s #Gembassadors, Hannah Becker of @diamondoodles and Becky Stone 

of @diamondsinthelibrary, taking over the AGTA Instagram, @agta_gems! Hannah and Becky were posting live from GemFair discovering new 

finds, interviewing attendees, exhibitors and highlighting the AGTA Spectrum Awards™ Gala. AGTA asked attendees to use #AGTAGemFair17 

while posting from the show. Follow along with AGTA on Instagram as we begin featuring those GemFair posts on social media accounts.    
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“Social Media X Gems 2.0: Connecting with the Modern Gemstone Consumer” took 

place on Saturday, February 4th. The WJA presented an all-star panel of digital media 

experts including moderator, Monica Stephenson of iDazzle, Jessica Herner for Mayer 

& Watt, Robert Weldon of GIA and AGTA’s Marketing Manager, Megan Whitmire.  

The panel included an open discussion on discovering your social media voice, the 

importance of marketing gemstones and the opportunities gemstones can bring to 

your business on social media. To hear this seminar and many more, please contact 

info@agta.org to order your AGTA GemFair™ Tucson seminar USB.  

Thanks to the generous 

participants of the AGTA Coyote 

Classic 5K and AGTA exhibitors, 

AGTA was able to donate over 

$6,000 to the Arizona Law 

Enforcement Torch Run for Special 

Olympics. The AGTA wishes to extend heart-felt thanks to the participants, sponsors and donors 

for making this donation possible. 

The 2016 Summer AGTA Spectrum Awards™ winners were showcased at GemFair, where 

winners had the opportunity to display their award-winning designs for the final award of the 

competition, the Buyer’s Choice Award.  This year’s Buyer’s Choice Award winner, John Ford, 

Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford, Galveston, TX, was revealed at the AGTA Spectrum 

Awards™ Gala, Saturday, February 4th.  

The AGTA Spectrum Awards™ Gala featured the awards presentation for Spectrum winners and 

wrapped up the night with celebration, dinner and dancing! The AGTA also presented the annual 

Leon Ritzler Honorary Member Award to Richard Greenwood of A.F. Greenwood and the late 

John Parrish of John Parrish Photography.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t get enough color? Join us at the AGTA GemFair™ at the JCK Las Vegas Show taking place June 

4th through June 8th at the Mandalay Bay Convention Center. Don’t forget to mark your calendars for next 

year, the 2018 AGTA GemFair™ Tucson will be January 30th through the 4th! For more information about 

AGTA GemFair™ please visit http://www.agta.org/tradeshows/index.html. 

 

 

 

 

The American Gem Trade Association is a not-for-profit Association serving the natural colored gemstone and cultured pearl industry since 1981.  

Headquartered in Dallas, Texas, The AGTA serves the industry as "The Authority in Color."   
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