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ANNIE ILONZEH
PRETTY AS A PRINCESS IN AGTA’S SPECTRUM AWARDS™–WINNING JEWELRY

F or actress Annie Ilonzeh, transforming
 into a character on the big screen is much
  like getting glammed up for the red
 carpet. The stunning 33-year-old, who
 guest starred as sultry reporter Harper
 Scott on season two of the hit TV series
 ”Empire,” is a tomboy at heart. But during
 a recent shoot accessorized with the 
American Gem Trade Association’s 2016 Summer 
Spectrum Awards™–winning jewelry, the actress felt like 
a real-life princess.
  “For the shoot, I put on this beautiful dress and I was 
actually spinning around and experiencing the life of 
the dress and the mood and the vibes,” said Ilonzeh. 
“You feel beautiful in the dress and hair and makeup 
and then I got the jewelry and I felt glamorous like a 
princess, like a queen,” she explained. “It complete-
ly transforms you, at least me I felt, into a completely 
different person.”
  The actress, who spends her spare time practicing 
yoga, chilling with friends or doing DIY projects at 
home, is as down-to-earth as one might expect of a girl 
from Grapevine, Texas. For every day, her look is casual 
chic complete with simple jewelry such as her favorite 
watch, Amethyst ring and earthy beaded bracelets – to 
keep her balanced. Landing roles as Maya Ward on 

“General Hospital” and Kate Prince in ABC’s 2011 re-
boot of “Charlie’s Angels” have helped Ilonzeh’s star rise 
in Hollywood, but she also has aspirations to go behind 
the scenes. “I’m trying to work on getting my own 
script in the works and starting from the writer’s side, 
the other side of the camera,” said the actress.
  Meanwhile, her career continues to propel her on 
screen. Ilonzeh’s recent TV credits include “Person of 
Interest,” and she appeared in “Passengers,” the sci-fi 
feature film, which stars Jennifer Lawrence and Chris 
Pratt. In the upcoming Tupac Shakur biopic “All Eyez 
on Me,” Ilonzeh stars as Kidada Jones, the late rapper’s 
fiancé and daughter of legendary music mogul Quincy 
Jones. “It was pretty moving,” said Ilonzeh of the film, 
which is slated to be released summer of 2017. The 
movie’s retro ‘90s wardrobe, she said, helped her get into 
character. “I had so much fun in wardrobe,” said Ilonzeh 
who reminisced about the era’s baggy jeans, Nike Air 
Force 1’s and midriff-baring tops. “Some pieces were 
super authentic so it was really fun; it instantly gives you 
the spirit, the feeling of it, too, when you go back and 
you play dress up with that kind of stuff,” she said. 
  Whether sporting vintage ‘90s wardrobe apparel on 
camera or wearing couture on the red carpet, the right 
clothing and accessories make all the difference. During 
the AGTA Spectrum Awards™ photo shoot, Ilonzeh 
wore a black strapless gown by Black Halo, which was 

accented with the stunning First Place Evening Wear 
winner, a platinum necklace featuring 21 unheated 
Mozambique Rubies accented with Diamonds by 
David Gross, David Gross Group. It was paired with 
other winning pieces including the winner of the Gem 
Diva Award Classical, an 18K white gold “Bridget” ring 
featuring a 3.08-carat oval Ruby accented with Rubies 
and Diamonds by Heena Chheda Shah, Real Gems, Inc. 
and the stunning Third Place Bridal Wear winner, a pair 
of 18K white gold earrings featuring red Spinels accent-
ed with Diamonds by Caroline Chartouni, Caroline C. 
  “The pieces—they were so glamorous,” said Ilonzeh, 
who added that the shoot was one of her most mem-
orable jewelry experiences. “This photo shoot—really 
exploring with different beautiful jewels and feeling 
great in every single piece—majorly memorable. I can’t 
even think of a time on set when I had as much fun,” 
she said. 
  Ilonzeh typically wears neutral shades on the red 
carpet, but the photo shoot gave her the opportunity 
to experiment with color. She wore a vibrant lavender 
dress by Farah Angsana, which was accented with the 
incredible “Gift from the Abyss” pendant featuring a 
124.73-carat carved Kunzite complemented with blue 
Zircons and Diamonds by Lorenzo Chavez, Geo-
gem-USA. Not surprisingly, the stunning necklace won 

the Fashion Forward category. It paired perfectly with 
pieces such as the Honorable Mention Bridal Wear 
winner, 18K rose-gold “Snow Blossom” convertible 
earrings featuring lavender Chalcedony accented with 
Moonstones, pink Sapphires, Amethysts and Diamonds 
by Jessica Neiwert, Jessica Nei.
  “The color was really inspiring actually because I think 
you get into a routine and you know what works,” said 
the actress who explained that she will occasionally 
“pop a color here and there,” but it was fun to ex-
periment with more. “Their pieces were bold in size 
and shape and in color and creativity. So it was really, 
really fun. Some of them were like rainbows,” Ilonzeh 
explained. One especially colorful piece, a 14K white 
gold ring featuring a 4.97-carat bi-colored Tourma-
line accented with tsavorite Garnets, Tourmalines and 
Diamonds by Derek Katzenbach, Katzenbach Designs 
received the Best Use of Color award. Ilonzeh also wore 
a bold Platinum “Electric Blue” necklace, which features 
a black Opal accented with Diamonds, created by John 
Ford, Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford, and 
captured the Platinum Honors Evening Wear title.
  “I put them on and felt like a princess in every single 
look. Every look was a different princess and had a dif-
ferent attitude and a different feeling to it,” said Ilonzeh.
  “I felt so honored to be wearing these beautiful jew-
els.”  By N. Jayne Seward
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Dress: Farrah Angsana - purple gown
Necklace: Lorenzo Chavez, Geogem-USA 
- Platinum and 18K yellow and rose gold “Gift 
From the Abyss” pendant featuring a 124.73 
ct. carved Kunzite accented with blue Zircons 
and Diamonds (.82 ctw.).
Ring #1: Naomi Sarna, Naomi Sarna Designs 
- 20K yellow gold “Harem Petal” ring featuring 
Diamonds, Sapphires, Amethysts and Rubies.
Ring #2: Shuang Feng, Fon Shon Jewellery 
Art & Design - 14K white gold with 18K rose 
gold plating ring featuring an oval Morganite 
accented with Diamonds.
Earrings: Jessica Neiwert, Jessica Nei - 18K 
rose gold “Snow Blossom” convertible earrings 
featuring lavender Chalcedony (13.50 ctw.) 
accented with Moonstones (1.66 ctw.), pink 
Sapphires (.41 ctw.), Amethysts (.29 ctw.) 
and Diamonds (.54 ctw.).




