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obse s s ive  color  d i sorde r

  hen I first got into
  the jewelry 
  business a quarter 
century ago, Diamonds were de 
rigueur as a ‘girl’s best friend.’ 
Though the glitter that carried 
that distinction did not bite me 
the way the rest of the indus-
try did, I do have to make my 
living being a glitterati. The 
bug that bit me was one that 
continues to infect me, and I 
hope I continue to pass on its 
infectiousness: Obsessive Color 
Disorder (OCD). As a merchant 
in this business, I have always 
found the folks who have the 
talent of describing colored 
gemstones and their importance 
are just as much artists as the 
bench jewelers who craft the 
pieces around the stones and 
the designers who come up 
with the pieces. 
 Using my background grow-
ing up in an art-appreciative 
family, I utilized my learnings 
from time at museums and 
galleries along with listening to 
lyrics from all types of music to 
practice my craft of explanation. 
What we do in the jewelry 
field, more than anything, is 
perfect this craft. We don’t 
sell in our line of work—we 
explain. We direct a symphony, 
and if we didn’t have color in 
the music, we wouldn’t have 
notes. As such, the world of 
colored gemstones has been my 
symphony of choice for the last 
20 years. 
 So how did this journey 
begin—my passion for colored 
gemstones? I was always inter-

ested in geology, but the pivotal 
point that hooked me over to 
the gemology side was visiting a 
gentleman named Joe De Bella 
at his shop in Santa Fe, NM. I 
wasn’t even thinking of being 
in the jewelry business, but I 
was smitten with the colored 
stones I was shown. I have Joe 
to thank for allowing some kid 
on his bicycle to stop in and 
ask questions, and for taking the 
time to explain what he was 
seeing. 
 Eventually, as I started work-
ing for one of the 
leading jewelers in 
Dallas, my Obses-
sive Color Disorder 
took root. Taking 
my lead from clients 
who loved colored 
gemstones allowed 
me the opportunity 
to find them the 
best of what was out 
there. The clients 
that permitted me 
to do this never 
really got noticed 
for their large Dia-
monds, but always 
got noticed for their 
colored gemstones; not  
necessarily for the size of their 
stone, but for the strength and 
purity of the color. Color just 
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stands out. 
 If I have the privilege of 
working with a client, and their 
personality and/or skin tone 
tell me that I should venture 
to mix color into a piece, I try 
to do so. I don’t always get 100 
participation. But when those 
who do incorporate color into 
their engagement or wedding 
suite, into a reworked piece, or 
into an accent piece, it is always 
complimented and I hear about 
it for years afterwards. When 
a client gets a compliment on 

their piece, it means 
we did our jobs well. 
 More of the world 
has opened its bor-
ders recently; more 
geologic formations 
have been discov-
ered, along with 
gemstones from 
the crystals of those 
deposits. Man’s 
thumbprint is on 
the enhancement 
of these treasures, 
through polishing 
and cutting, de-
signing, and then 
setting the stones 
in a special piece of 

jewelry. The artistry in these 
areas cannot be overempha-
sized. We know where all the 
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“A Diamond may be forever, 
but color gets noticed more!”

Fun Facts:
Favorite thing to do outside of 
work: I have a passion for cre-
ative outlets, but my favorite 
would be cooking – especially 
for a group.

Five things on your desk you 
can’t live without: Picture of my 
beautiful wife, Jill; my phone; 
my ‘flight deck’ of computer 
screens (three!); my favorite pen 
and my favorite quote from 
Malcolm Forbes – “Men who 
never get carried away should be.”

Best concert you’ve ever been to:
Earth, Wind & Fire and Chi-
cago played together – the two 
best horn bands ever, playing 
each other’s songs together –
it was pretty amazing!

Favorite gemstone and why? 
Hard question! Red Spinel – 
I like stones that people aren’t 
sure about; it inspires people 
to ask questions which leads 
to conversations. It’s rare and 
beautiful.

Did you ever have trouble parting 
with a piece for a client?
Yes – an 18.0 ct. Asscher-cut 
red Spinel ring from the 1920s 
Art Deco period. It’s probably 
the most beautiful thing I’ve 
ever sold. But I still get to visit 
it on occasion!  

Diamond producing pipes are 
in the world, for the most part, 
and when a big Diamond is 
discovered, it’s exciting. But 
those of us who have Obsessive 
Color Disorder get just as excit-
ed about a world-class colored 
gemstone; our world has more 
of an ‘Indiana Jones’ feel to each 
stone’s journey from mine to 
market. 
 We must appreciate the 
unique craft of this industry 
that we are privileged to make 
our living in. We are all design-
ers, gemstone cutters, gemstone 
dealers, bench jewelers or 
retailers and we are all on the 
same side of adornment. And 
the most exciting thing of all, 
especially for those of us with 
Obsessive Color Disorder, is 
that the earth has yet to reveal 
all her treasures. 

 By Carter Malouf 

Left: Two rings 
from Carter’s 
collection – 
an 18.0 ct. Emerald 
and Diamond ring 
and a Lightning 
Ridge Opal and 
Diamond ring.
Below: An 18.0 
ct. Asscher-cut red 
Spinel ring from the 
1920’s Art Deco 
period, that Carter 
still gets to visit on 
occasion!
Bottom: 61.0 ct. 
heart-shaped blue 
Sapphire.


