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 n January of 2018, I contacted  
 someone I have fond memories of  
 seeing in Tucson year after year,  
 David Brackna. While I have seen  
 David around for many years and  
 had numerous conversations regard-
ing gem cutting, this was really the ex-
tent of our interactions. In our industry, 
it seems we see someone once or twice 
a year for maybe 5-10 minutes. We 
always think to ourselves that we need 
and want to take the time to become 
better acquainted and often do not. 
One of the ways I have become better 
acquainted with some is by writing the 
AGTA member profiles.
 At the beginning of 2018, I 
contacted David Brackna to conduct 
this interview, he informed me that 
he had medical concerns and was “in 
treatment.” He did say that he would 
answer the AGTA questionnaire and 
return it to me upon feeling better. This, 
however, was not to be. David passed 
away May 21, 2018.
 The questionnaire was recently 
returned to me by his wife, Mary Ann, 
through a rather circuitous route through 
multiple AGTA member’s hands. 
 In Dave Brackna’s own words,  
“I am truly honored that the AGTA 
Prism publication wants to do a 
profile on me.”

Tell us the fascinating story of how you 
got your start in the jewelry industry.
With the help of fellow karate guy, 
Jay Semmes, a fellow gem cutter 
from Georgia. I bought my wife’s 
engagement ring from him. I start-
ed buying colored gemstones from 
him and figured I could make more 
money by cutting them myself.

I

f i r m  m e m b e r  p r o f i l e
david a. brackna, gemcutter 

Tell us about the person who intro-
duced you to the jewelry industry and 
about your love for colored gemstones.
Jay Semmes and Gem Dealer, Alex 
Bahtiarian, an AGTA Charter 
member, were the first to memo 
me colored gemstones. I sold them 
(wrapped in toilet paper) during 
lunch while (somewhat) working 
for the D.C. government.

Who were your early mentors in life?
Korean martial arts grandmaster, 
Ki Whang Kim, was my original 
karate instructor. (David reached 
the 8th degree black belt - 50 years 
of training).

What is your favorite 
gemstone?
Hard to say - there 
are so many!

As a gem cutter, 
whose cutting or carv-
ing do you admire?
Michael Dyber, 
Ledge Art Studio, 
in New Hampshire, 
no question. A bril-
liant, quiet man.

What attracted you to 
AGTA?
The individualis-
tic attitudes of the 
founding members. 
Who wouldn’t like 
a group assembling 
in a parking lot to 
organize what is 
now AGTA?!

Please share your 
thoughts on social 
responsibility in the 
colored gemstone 
industry.
Be honest, leave 
something on the 
table so that ev-
eryone can make a 
little money.

What has your mem-
bership with 
the AGTA meant 
for/to you?
Its integrity for the 
industry.

What is your favorite colored gemstone 
“AGTA Tucson Story” that has
happened to you over the years?
Sorry……….it can’t be printed!

What is your favorite city?
Tombstone, Arizona. Visiting 
Tombstone after AGTA Gem-
Fair™ Tucson and just relax. It is 
also my favorite off-the-beaten 
path destination.

Favorite hotel in the world?
My own bed.

What is your favorite restaurant?
G & M Seafood, just outside of the 
Baltimore airport.
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What was your best dinner ever?
Chesapeake Bay Crab Imperial, I 
cooked it myself!

Tell us something about yourself that 
most people do not know.
I proposed, along with Ray
Zajicek, the “AGTA’s Cutting 
Edge, Colored Gemstone Cutting 
Competition” that is now part of 
The AGTA Spectrum Awards™ 
Competition. 

 By David M. Baker, G.G.,  
Membership and Education Manager
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