
AGTA Spectrum Winning Gem Cutter's Work in the Smithsonian 
 
 

Vancouver, BC ( February 20 2013)  Lisa Elser - 
Custom Cut Gems is pleased to announce that their 
2013 AGTA Spectrum  winning Tourmaline will be 
added to the permanent collection of the Smithsonian 
institution in Washington, DC.   The gem is a Nigerian 
Red Tourmaline weighing 14.24 carats.  It was cut in a 
design created by Tom Schlegel specifically for the 
rough material.  
 
Lisa presented the Tourmaline to Jeffrey Post, Curator 
of the National Gem and Mineral Collection during the 
2013 AGTA Gem Show in Tucson, AZ. 
 
The Tourmaline joins the Smithsonian's famous gem 
and mineral collection of more than 10,000 gems in 
addition to 350,00 mineral specimens.  The 
Smithsonian's gem and mineral collection is one of the 
largest of its kind in the world and houses the Hope 
Diamond and the Dom Pedro Aquamarine. 

 
Custom Cut Gems is a Vancouver, BC company, specializing in one of a kind 
gemstones.  Lisa Elser and her husband Tom Schlegel travel to buy rough at the 
source, and donate part of their profits to support economic development in gem 
producing countries.  Lisa trained in gemcutting in Montreux, Switzerland and did her 
Graduate Gemologist degree with the GIA in Carlsbad, CA. After a number of years of 
cutting as a hobby she retired from a career with a major computer company and began 
cutting full time. Tom is a research mathematician, who applies his knowledge to 
creating unique gem designs. 
 
Lisa now works with custom goldsmiths and jewellery designers in North America and 
Europe.  Her work has been featured in More Magazine, Canadian Jewellery Business, 
Canadian Jeweller and Jewellery Artist Magazine. 
 
For more information on the mineral sciences collections at the museum, visit 
 http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections.htm
 
For more information on Lisa Elser - Custom Cut Gems visit www.lisaelser.com
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